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''* Taken from the Lahr Magazine, 


„ THE 9 5 was dark and cold while the wind, howl- 
ing in diſmal blaſts, threatened almoſt inftant demolition ts 
the already half-decayed cottage of Pierre la Motte; who, 
with his wife Jaqueline, had been prevented from retiring 
to reſt by the increaſing violence of” the Tempeſt, Twice 
Had they repleniſhed the blazing” hearth fince their uſual 


hour of repoſe; yet ſtill the fury of the ſtorm ſeemed un- 
"abated. The oldeſt of the inhabitants in that provence could. 


not remember ſuch a hurricane. All the elements ſeemed in 
contention; while the awful peals of thunder, and vivid 


flaſhes of 2750 at that unuſual ſeaſon, (for it was the end 
[ 


of November), filled the ſpe&ators' with dread. | 
« Goodneſs a merey! (cried Jaqueline) how can chat dear 
irl flee» amidſt all this noiſe? T am ſure it is enough to wake 

the dead. Mon Dieu! how tremble! '! | 
„ Indeed, it is very uncomfortable For ry Pierre, with 
"a ſhrug); bur if you, Jaqueline, would draw a freſh: jug of 
beer, and bring mea clean pipe, it would make the time paſs 
more pleaſantly, fince you will not come to bed; beſides, 
then 1 can talk with you about Ella“. | 
Jaqueline tock the Jug, and was juſt quitting the room, 
When a ſhrill ſcream” reverberated found the cottage. The 
report of à piſtol was heard, ſicceeded by a groan, and again 
all was huſhed in lence, - The affrightęed woman caught faſt 


old of her huſband fer protection; While he, more active 
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ſuſpended acroſs the chimney ; and, fte in the 
other hand, ſallied forth, in zealous deſpite of the remon - 
ſtrances and intreaties of Jaqueline, who remained, over- 


— 


powered by foreboding fears, within the door of their humble 


manſion. I 

The rain ſoon extinguiſhed e falle cage, and the total 
darkneſs that prevailed added to the horror of the moment. 
Uncertain whither to direct his ſteps, he reſted ſome minutes, 
2 catch any ſound which might ve more certainty ; wm 

card between. t uſts of w1 voices of people. 
plaintively ed Lima fia e g thkfough the trees 
directed his courſe, and he ſoon gained fight of the object he 
was in ſearch uff. 

By the light of am almoſt extinguiſhed, torch which lay on 
the ground, he perceived two'yourhs, of "pleaſing and un- 
common figure, ſeated on the turf : the long flowing treſſes of 
him who appeared to be the youngeſt, were drenched in rain, 
as were allo his diſordered garments; and an expreſſion of 
horror and diftreſs was depictured on his countenance, as he 
vainly endeavoured to ſtaunch the blood, which was flowing 


An copious ſtreams. from a wound in the ſide of his companion 


whom he was ſupporting. EY BY | 
Pierre approached, a. 7 in a ſubmiſſive but benignant man- 
ner, tendered his aſſiſtance, which was accepted by the youth- 
ful ſtranger with evident gratitude, Between them they raiſed 
the wounded man from the wet earth. He was quite inſenh- 
ble through pain and loſs of blood; added to the intenſe cold- 


neſs of the night. With care they conveyed him to the cot- 


tage; where Jaqueline, recovered from her inanity, at fight. of 
het huſband in ſafety, bufied herſelf in prepaying: for the ac- 
commodation of their unfortunate gueſt. Ella vs ſummoned, 
and aſſiſted with alacrity in, preparing theit beſt bed for the 
ſtranger; into which he was put, after RN had, with 
linen bandages, prevented the effuſion of blood, which threat - 
ened to 1 COON THEE TEN Zn eb bo 4 
Leaving the afflicted youth his companion to watch beſide 
Him, Pierre fetched his horſe from the ſtable; and, it being 
then, day-break,. ſet off for $****, the neareſt town, for a 
ſurgeon, Forzunately, he procured a man of great. 7 8 8 
in the profethon.; who, after extracting the ball, declared the 


Wound to be very trivial. Ella was vigilant in her attention, 


7 


watching their invalid. E ito Ve e 283 gi 
Owing to their unremitting attention, in the courſe of a 


and ſhared with Edgar (che other ſtranger) in the, taſk of 


weck the ſtranger was ſufficiently recoyered to aſſoclate with 
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cke family at breskefaſt. He 'thinked them all; in the moſt 


[graceful and elegant manner; and, caſting his eyes with an 
expreſſive glance toward the embarraſſed Ella, intreated her 
Further friendſhip for his ſiſter Margaretta. | 

All eyes were immediately directed, with aſtoniſhment, to 


the youth Who bad before appeared ſo intereſting. His con- 
fuſſon explained the myſtery; and Ella, prefling the hand 
extended to her, confefted, in an arch manner, the danger 


the felt ſhe ſhauild have been in had the ſex of their gueſt re- 
mained much longer a fecret. They all fmiled at this ſally, 
and the eyes of rhe ſtrangers were more forcibly attracted 
toward the author of it. | TOUS 
The figure of Ella (although ſhe had not yet attained her 
complete ſtature) was far from conteniptible; and the plain 
ſimplicity of her habit precluding all aid from ornament, 
ſerved” only to make her natiye lovelineſs ſhine more conſpi- 
cuous. Her complexion was peculiarly fair, and adorned 
with the glow of health and innocence. Her eyes, of bright 
azure, occaſionally gliſtened with the penſtve tear of ſenſibility, 
or ſported with the effuſions of artleſs vivacity, each equal 
enchanting. Her fine hair, of a pale auburn, curled hghtly 
over her forehead, and deſcended her back, looſe and uncon- 
fined, in wild luxuriance, diſplaying to advantage her well. 


turned neck and ſhoulders, and added charms to youth and 


beauty. 5 | ; 

After gazing at her for ſome time in pleaſing aſtoniſümment, 
the ſtranger whoſe name was Edmund, thus addreſſed Pierre: 
It may be neceſſary, my good friend (ſaid he), to ac- 
.quaint you with the cauſe.of this diſguife, which may other- 
wiſe tend to give you a very unfavourable opinion of me. As 
"the tale is long, aud as I with at preſent to conſult. you upon 
more material buſineſs, I will briefly ſtate, that we were born 
and educated in Scotland, and are deſcended from a noble 


family. An unfortunate affair of honor has compelled me to 


become an exile. My ſiſter, ever the partner of my ſorrows, 


would not defert me at this period; and has, under this diſ- 
guiſe, conſented to ſhare my fate. It was my intention to re- 
pair to Bologna. Paſſing through this foreſt on our way thither 


we loſt our road, and have reaſon to believe our guide be- 


trayed us; for he diſappeared ſoon after our entrance into 
it. Some banditti rumed upon us, and one of them dif- 


charged the contents of his piece in my fide, I have, how- 
ever, reaſon to believe the wound I received was not from 


the hand of a common robber, particularly „N 


remains untouched,”? 


e 


| : They all concurred in this opinion. He proceeded;.. 
It is my wiſh to fix my reſidence in ſome retired part of 


'- France, My fortune at preſent is not inconſiderable. I ſhould fo 
prefer a chateau ſomewhere in the vicinity of this ſpot, if ſuch re 
à one could be found uninhabited, where we might ſome- n 


times hope for the ſociety of yourſelf and amiable family, to di- 
) vert the ſolitude to which we muſt unavoidably confign ourſelyes 
Pierre, elated with the idea of the honor about to be con- 
ferred upon him, began to fit very uneaſy upon his ſear. 
Jaqueline looked, as ſhe felt, quite entranced; and Ella, 
who had ſat with her eyes fixed on the elegant ſpeaker, 
withdrew them in confuſion, as he rivetted his on her at the 
end of his addreſs. gy N 
For ſome time they were all ſilent, till Edmund, repeating 
his queſtion, ** Whether he knew of any?” Rota the 
"wandering ſenſes of Pierre, who replied, in ſome trepidation— 
« Why yes, mi lor (for in Pierre's imagination he was al- 
ready titled )—it is very odd—very fortunate, I mean, I know 
of a very beautiful caſtle. To be ſure, it is rather old -a 
 "importe! you may live in it for nothing, and be thanked . - 


too—but then | 
- Here he ſeemed either unable or unwilling to proceed. 
Jaqueline, however, helped him out, exclaiming, with an s =, 


energy that ſtarted them _ - 
| „ Cel! what are you talking of? Do you think madame 
Margaretta would live in ſuch a place? Why it is haunted [” 
| Pierre ſcemed vexed and diſconcerted, + WHO | os 
1 « Why, vraiment! (replied he), there are ſtrange things 
told about this ſame caſtle Mais pour moi, I don't believe 
1 them all; but, if you 1 mi lor (addreſſing Edmund, I 
will tell you the legend of this caſtle, and of another con- 
nected with it. | * 5 
| „ I will thank you, if you would firſt let me have a view 
of it (replied Edmund,) as perhaps your trouble may not be 
_ NECE ary... 1 0 | . 
| Pierre aſſenting, he took his arm, and together they quitted 
. the cottage. In about an hour they returned, | | 
Edmund was evidently ſatisfied, but ſaid nothing till they 
ſat down to dinner, He then turned to his ſiſter; ; 
My dear Margaretta, I have almoſt decided upon the 0 
affair, You ſhall ſee the caſtle yourſelf; and I think, unleſs 
1 vou have more weakneſs in you than I ſuſpect, you will not 
object to my plan.“. = gn” | 
fear (replied ſhe, ſmiling) if you allude to the haunted | 
caſtle, you will find mea mere woman, One only arrange: 
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ment could induce me to riſk being carried off in the night by 
— ſupernatural agent; but xo this os, oat TJ ** now 

ready to accom ou, only requeſti arm of 1 
| young friend Ella.” : | N K * & » 

F They then quitted the cot, eſcorted by Edmund and 
Motte. As they proceeded, Pierre pointed out to them 
beauties of the ſurrounding objects. NN 

Our cottage, madame (faid he to —_—_— 
you have ſo much honoured with your preſence, is, as you 
_ perceive, ſituated in a valley. Turn your eyes to the 
Tight: on that eminence you behold the magnificent caſtle 
Adu Barre, the owners. of which are more renowned for their 
military atchievements than for their domeſtic virtues, Of 
them you ſhall hear further preſently ““ 8 — 

They were now afcending a ſteep acclivity, which led them 
to a venerable pile of building, fituated on the top, called the 
eaſtle de Montrevil, and the one to which they were re- 
Pairing. The heiglit of the àſcent obliged them to halt ſeve- 
Tal times; and Pierre, leaving them to the care of Edmund, 
Haſted forward to open the gates. They at length attained 
The ſummit, and were welcomed into the caſtle. e 

4 . This building, like moſt of that age, was a mie dreary 
- * "Gothic pile, heavily and irregularly built; the maſſive gates, 
Teſſelated pavement, and high caſements, ſtruck a pleafi 
| *awe'on the mind of Margaretta, who was a child of romance; 
Aud ſhe gazed around in filent admiration. n 
_ © Fatipned with their walk, they ſeated themſelves round a 
| . oak table, in a place which had in ancient times been 
3 The ſervants hall; and, at Edmund's requeſt, Pierre began 


o 


- to relate the ſtory he had heard reſpecting this ancient build. 
ing. They liſtened, in dreadful expectation, and he thüs 
begann eren 
2 oy This caſtle (faiJ Pierre) was the paternal eſtate of the 
Marquis le Brun, and had been for many centuries the fa- 
milly reſidence of his anceſtors, I had the honour to ſerve 
Him in my youth, and have cauſe to remember with gratitude 
His goodneſs to me; for to him am I indebted for all the edu 
| cation T ever received. He was at one time high in favour 
1 with his ſovereign. The diſtinguiſhed marks of attention 
Which he recetyed from the late Louis ſerved but to raife in- 
numerable enemies among the courtiers. The moſt powerful 
of his competitors Was the Baron la Marche, who, from hav- 
34 ag 8 8 his country in Tome ſuccesful campaigns, 'could 
.þ "Ul brook 4 rival in his monarch's efteem, m. 
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a à warrior, his private character ill merited competition 
with the marquis. Proud, arrogant, and unfeeling, he was 
 HQeteſted by his, vaſſals; while my maſter, by his benevolence 
and amiable manners, attracted the love of all who knew 
him. Diſguſted at length with the intrigues of tHe court, he 
abruptly retired from it, and dedicated the remnant of his 
days to the education of his nr . Edgar, in whoſe dawn- 
| ing mind he implanted the ſeeds of. thoſe virtues for which 
f C he had himſelf, been ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed. The tran- 


.turbed; for the Baron, as if determined to purſue him with 
' is hatred, retired. to his caſtle, which had for many years 

a remained unoccupied (the ſame. which I before pointed out 
to you), where he endeavoured, . by innumerable, malicious 


ing the. deſited effect, he had recourſe to other meaſures, 
which too fatally ſucceeded. He pretended to be ſincerely 
ſorry for the manner in which he had behaved ; and alledged 
that he had been intirely led into an error reſpe&ing-the 
marquis's character, by ſome envious reports which he (ben 
found were erroneous,. and earneſtly ſolicited my Maſter's 
friendſhip and forgiveneſs. The marquis, open and gener- 


Which the late diſagreeable miſunderſtanding had interrupted, 
% The family of the Baron la Marche conſiſted. of one 


mention, about fifteen, and as lovely as ſhe was amiable. It 

Was not "Naga that Edgar could behold ſo much beaut 

and excellence without tender emotion. Theodoſia likewi 
took delight in his company, | and a, mutual affection ſeemed 
to gain ground daily. The marquis beheld their youthful 
. fondneſs with delight. Not ſo the baron: his views were 
1 more ambitious. The Duke d' Arville had ſeen Theodoſia, 
and had become a captive to her charms; but, as ſhe was at 
that time too young to enter into any ſolemn engagement, 
he obtained the baron's promiſe to beſtow her upon him 
- when he returned from Savoy, whither he was going to take 
poſſeſſion of an eſtate lately fallen to him by the death of an 
uncle. He was now hourly, expected, and the young lovers 
dreaded the ſpeedy termination of all their happineſs, Ed- 
gar implored his Pahen's interference, and obtained it, The 
marquis was. repulſed. by. the baxon with ſcorn, and with- 


+266. A; 
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unhappy ſon. 


6— 


% However the baron might be entitled to pre · eminence | 


quillity he had 12 himſelf was, however, ſoon, diſ- 


acts, to irritate the marquis to open rupture. This not hav- 


0 ; .ous, readily complied, and they renewed, the. connection 
[ 
ö 


daughter and two ſons. Theodoſia was, at the time I no- 


drew, overcome with grief and indignation, to condole his 


in whatever he ſhoul 
Ughted, and continued: 


* 
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In Meanwhile the arrival of the Duke was announced, and 


eee were making at the Caſtle du Barre for the ce- 
ebration of the approaching nuptials. Edgar ſunk into a 
moſt alarming, defpondency, which impaired his health. 
The'phyſician who attended him preſcribed a warmer cli- 
mate, and ordered him to paſs into, Italy. | 

One day he called me to him, with a degree of ſeri- 


_ouſneſs in his looks which terrified me. + Pierre (ſaid he), 
will you be my friend? Alas! I have no other,” 


© ». : 


His manner affected me, I aſſured him I would do any 
thing in my power to ſerve him. He then acquainted me 
that he had had ſeveral private interviews, with Theodoſia, 
whom he had at laſt prevailed upon to give him her hand, 
without the knowledge of either the baron or the marquis. 
T ſtarted. He prevented me from ſpeaking, by ſaying: 1 


ſee you diſapprove of my plan! —then added, with ſpirit, 


* By confiding to you this secret, I have put myſelf in your, 

power, and now throw myſelf entirely upon your generoſity.” 

Wat could I ſfay? Too fatally I agreed to aſſiſt him 
i propoſe, He looked grateful and de- 


- 


„ Theodoſia has a friend in her confeſſor. He will aſſiſt 
us. To-morrow I will teal out, and meet her at a cottage 
belonging to one of my father's tenants, where the. prieſt 
will unite us. We will' then throw ourſelves at the mar- 
quan feet, and obtain his pardon and conſent to let Theo- 

oha accompany me to Italy.. | 

He pauſed. The'ſcheme was ſo wild and dangerous, 
that I endeavoured to diſſuade him from it. He reminded 
me reproachfully of my promiſe; and again I was enticed to , 
renew it, We . the hour moſt expedient for our 
ſcheme; and all ſeemed likely to ſucceed to our wiſh.” 

Here Edmund roſe; and, reminding his ſiſter that night 

was faſt approaching, requeſted Pierre to defer the remainder . 
of his narrative till their return to the cottage; being appre- 
henſive that they would not otherwiſe have time to view the 
caſtle, Margaretta reluctantly complied, and they proceeded _ 
to explore the defolated apartments of that dreary building. 
Ella did not ſeem ſo much appalled at its gloomy horrors as 
did Margaretta. She had requently accompanied Pierre 
when he ſhowed the caſtle to travellers, whole curioſity in- 
duced them to viſit it. | WF 

The north wing of the caſtle ſeemed faſt falling to decay; 


and the apartments were fo damp and comfortleſs that it 


would be a work of time to make any of them habitable, 


© 5. ASTRA | 


72 Rea | | 

They afterwards paſſed- on to a ſuite of apartments bee 
longin to the eaſtern wing, which ſeemed more commodia 
ous! Ar had been fitted up in a more modern ſtyle; and 
Herre ſhowed them the apartments which had been occupied 


by the marquis, and wept as he paſſed a ſmall room, where, 


he faid, he uſed to fleep, * 

« Ah! (ſaid-he) I am an old man now; but I fill re- 
member the ſcenes of my youth; and the remembrance 
gives me a ſenſation I cannot deſcribe: thoſe alone Who have 
2 the loſs of what they once loved, can form an 
1 „ IE 9 F We pe = WA 


Edmund ſighed, and a long pauſe enſued. 


| . 


From the windows they had a view of an extenſive coun-, 


© 4 


try, even at that time of the year adorned with a delightful 
verdure. Pleaſed with the beauty of the ſurrounding ſcenery, 
Margaretta forgot the innate gloomineſs of the manſion, and 
_readily conſented to make the caſtle their reſidence during 
their ay in France. Night, now rapidly approaching, ſuſ- 
pended any further inveſtigation ; and they quitted the caſtle 
with alacriti xe. = | 


When they reached they tottagh, the found Jaqueline im- 


patiently. expecting them. She had prepared à comfortable 
repaſt, of which they cheerfully partock. Pierre was then 
requeſted, by Edmund to procure ſome workmen to repair 
the caſtle, and render it habitable; and alſo to find out, 
among the peaſantry, ſame young folks whom he could ſend 
thither as ſervants. To this Margaretta' added her petition 
that they would permit. Ella to accompany, her as à compax 
nion, for a ſhort time at leaſt. Pierre ſeemed much averſe to 
this arrangement at firſt; but, at length, overpowered by 
their united folicitations, and Jaqueline Heartily joining the 
petitioners, he gave an unwilling aſſent. | | 


He then affured them that in a few days all ſhould be ready 
for their reception at the caſtle, and afterward proceeded to 


relate the ſequel of his tale: | | | | 

„% At ak (continued he) Theodoſia made ſome pre- 
tence to retire early, and ſlipped from the caſtle unperceived. 
She joined us at the cottage, attended by Father Francis, 
where we, waited with the moſt a 0 apprehenſſons. 
To relate miuutely the various emotions which paſſed in eyery. 
breaſt, would be tod trying for your patience: ler it ſufficèe, 


the ſacred Loire was performed, and Theodoſia fainted 


in the arms of her huſband. . It was a confiderablè time be- 


fore the was Tufficiently recovered to return with us to the 


cafile, Ar length the permitted herſelf to be led into the 


of * 


* — „ nh at ath. oc 


1 


"Tr weſence of the marquis; when, throwing herſelf at his feet, 


e implored pardon and protection. A fatal. ꝓreſentiment 


_ Teemed to ruſh-at once-to his heert, and deprived him of ſenſe 
r. and motion, He dropped inſtantaneouſly in a fit of apoplexy, 
pet gnd "6 carried to bed; where he continued in a mofl * 

| ing Rate, | W464; 
12. 0 During this time my young. maſter entertained the moſt 
1 dreadful apprehenſions for the fate of Theodoſia, whom it 

, Was 4 for him to conduct to a place of ſafety during 
* the alarming indiſpoſition of the marquis. At length it was 
4 determined that I ſhould conduct her to ſome ſecure retreat. 
3 We accordingly quitted the caſtle, in the diſguiſe of peaſants. 
era We paſſed the foreſt in ſafety; but, juſt as we were con- 
BAY, ratulating ourſelyes upon our fortunate eſcape, we. were 
N: urrounded by a party of vaſſals belonging to the baron, and 
180d headed by his eldeſt ſon. I fought boldly, determined. +9 
1 7 — protect my lady to the laſt; until, overpowered by their 
b Bo number, I at length dropped ſenſeleſs from my horſe, and 
aſtle was left by the aſſaſſins covered with wounds. Some bene» 
17" volent peaſants took me to their hut, and uſed every means 
e for my recovery. Their humanity preſerved my life; gud 
table in a ſhort time I was enabled to return to the caſtle, . Alas? 
then my dear maſter had breathed his lat! The dreadful ridings 
er I had to communicate, added to the late melancholy event, 
out, threatened to overthrow the reaſon of the diſtracted Edgar. 
ſend For ſome months he lingered on the bed of ſickneſs. Youth 
og nd a good conſtitution at length triumphed over his ma- 
> 46 lady - and, at his firſt return to health, he declared it his in- 
ſe to tention to purſue his wife, whom the aſſaſſins had carried off. 
1 4 even to death. He kept his word, only to plunge himſelf in 
the ſtill greater miſery*"" | | 

* The lateneſs of the hour now rendered it neceſſary for the 

ady party to break up. Margaretta, with difficulty, conquered 
i to. the curioſity which was excited in her mind by Pierre's nar- 
> rative; and, after obtaining from him a promiſe to renew it 
AY at the earlieſt opportunity, took her candle and retired to Her 
ed. | apartment; her thoughts wholly occupied with the adventures 
A of the unfortunate Theodoha. _ : l | 
(41% For ſeveral days Pierre was prevented, by the indiſpenſible 
cry. duties of his ſtation, from continuing his recital, At length 
+ I Margaretta took the opportunity, one evening when ſhe 
ted found him leſs employed than uſual, to remind him of the 
He- unfiniſhed-ſtate-in which he had left his narrative, and en- 
ns | treated he would ſatisfy her curioſity, by favouring her with 


dhe concluſion of it. The reit of the family, being preſent. 
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ſeconded” her requeſt. | He inſtantly proceeded; in the fol- 
lowing manner : W dN n | oY 

« You, will not, madam, T hope, accuſe me of vanity in 
making ſuch frequent mention of my own actions, as FA 


_ almoſt impoſſible for me to avoid it; my fate being ſo cloſe 


involved with that of my maſter. 3 

I had at one time a profeſſed attachment to Jaqueline 
(Theodoſia's woman), which proved afterward of more ad- 
vantage to my maſter than we had ever thought of. By 
Her means I learned whatever paſſed at the caſtle, I ſtill 
<arried on my communications with her, and from her gained 


intelligence that Theodoſia had been brought home, treated 
with almoſt inhuman ſeverity ; and that the baron had ſent | 


her to a convent in Italy, near Padua, where ſhe would te- 
main for life, or till ſuch time as the marquis ſhould with- 
draw his pretenfions,” - ug 

How can you account (ſaid Margaretta, interrupting 
Pierre) for the | 
marquis's rank? 


« In three ways, madam (replied Pierre): firſt, the ba- 


ron's pride of anceſtry was great: the title of marquis was 
but Mey created; and that order was, in many inſtances, 
(to uſe the baron's gh IL a muſhroom nobility: ſecondly, 
His avarice was great; and it was well known that, although 


the marquis was endowed with a competent fortune, he was 


not ſo affluent as the duke, to whom the baron raiſed his 
ambitious eye; the laſt and greateſt ↄbjegtion was, that, 
through ſome family arrangement, the marquis was a he- 
retic.“ ec! BY | 
Margaretta allowed the weight of is objection; and 


Pierre proceeded : 


„Loaded with Jaqueline's intelligence, I repaired joyfully 


to my dear maſter, and gladdened his ſorrowful heart wit 
the proſpect of once more beholding a beloved wife. | 
J attended him to Italy, whither he directly haſtened, 
and immediately went to the convent of St. Clare; at the 
gates of which, with all the impetuoſity of a lover, he de- 


manded Theodoſia as his wife. The plea was denied; and, 


"4 


to his inexpreſſible - mortification, he learned that the baron 
had not placed his daughter there as a boarder, but as-a no- 
w and that ſhe was actually now wearing the white 
vel . | . | 


© The lady abbeſs declared, that, as the young lady was 


placed there, and expreſsly under her care, by her father, 


ty no authority but his would ſhe reſigu ſo precious a charge. 


% 


ron's obſtinacy, in rejeEing a man of the 
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After confiderable altercation, the only indulgence the mar- 


quis could obtain was that of ſeeing his wife through the grate. 
« My poor maſter eagerly embraced this permiſſion... Siſ- 
ter Frances (the name Theodoſia. had aſſumed) was. ſum- 
moned. Her pale and altered face filled the marquis wit 
2 and rage He implored ſhe would permit him to effe. 


her releaſe; to which the defperingy conſented ; and, from 
ich he might effect her 
deliverance. She gave him a direction to the monaſtery of 


herſelf, he gained the means by w 


St. Egbert, which was about three miles diſtant, and defired 
him there to enquire for father Luke, who was the identical 


friar that married them, and was now confeffor to the, nuns 
in the conyent of St. Clare. Thither he repaired, and eaſily 


obtained an interview. The good father readily promiſed 


his aſſiſtance; and, in the courſe, of half an hour's confer- 
ence, they planned the method of proceeding to be adopted. 

Some fraud will be utfavoidably neceſſary (ſaid Fathet 
Luke) to obtain our end: you muſt, therefore, write to 


Theodoſia, which I. will take care to deliver to her at matins 
to-morrow, in which you muſt adviſe her to pretend illneſs 


, when retiring to reſt, and to intimate a defire. to the abhe ſi 


in which fiſter Frances may diſguiſe herſe 


to ſee me. This will have the defired effect: I ſhall be im: 
mediately ſent for, and will contrive to perſuade the ſiſter- 


hood that it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary for me to continue with, 


her all night. I deſign to procure a dreſs PIE to my own, 
if. Lou muſt pro- 
vide a carriage and a change of drefs, with which Pierre 


may wait at the end of the road Jeading to the wood. With 


this key, which gives me free acceſs into the convent, you 


may enter the chapel; and, in the veſtibule, wait for T heo- 
dofa, who: will join you when the bell ehimes three. For 


myſelf, I ſhall, at break of day, return to the monaſtery. 
It will be ſome hours after that fiſter Frances will be miſſed.” 
But (ſaid the marquis) how will it be poſſible to pre- 


vent the abbeſs from, being acquainted with the part you 


acted in our eſcape? 


« Leave that fo e (replied father Luke, ſignificantly). 


Let me have your purſe well repleniſhed; and 1 will engage 
the ſuperior's anger will not fall very heavily on my head.” 
„The marquis was both ſhocked and ſurpriſed. 

« 1s it poſſible ? (he exclaimed )—Has gold the power even 
to corrupt the ſacred profeſſors of religion ?* Ko 


And are you ſo ignorant, my ſon (rejoined the friar) to N 
ſuppoſe it ever fallible? However, be ſatisfed. If you 


B 2 : 


% 


2 Pier , 


ean eſcape without the ſiſterhood being alarmed, yorr are 
fue ; for, if even that ce opiate ſhould fail of its uſual 
effe&, 1 have other reſo 

Yes (he added, while his eyes kindled with ſudden fire); I 
dean awe this imperious abbefs into filence. But I muſt now 


attend veſpers. Adieu! Heaven profper you“! 


— 


Ax that time the mint of the marquis was too much oc- 


cupied with his own affairs, to dwell long on the myſterious 


manner in which father Luke had concluded his directions. 
Upon leifure, however, they recurred forcibly to his memo- 

and, when he returned to the monaſtery with his letter, 
he expreſſed his deſixe for information. The father graſped 
_—_ hand with energy; and, the tears ſtarting to his eyes, 


My ſtory is ſhort, and to you, unintereſting, It may not 
perhaps be ſo to ſiſter Frances, This (he continued, taking 
A roll of paper from his boſom give to her. It may perhaps 
excite atear from her to the memory of her mother, 
« Again he wrang the hand of the marquis, and quitted 
him abruptly. They met no more, Rex 4 74 
„At the appointed hour the following evening, we had 
every thing in readineſs, My maſter enteted the chapel, and 
preſently to my inexpreflible delight, returned the fair friar. 
he marchionefs ſoon threw afide Wir gown and eawl; but; as a 
diſguiſe was fill neceffary, aſſumed a Spaniſh dreſs prosured 
for the occaſion, | 2 . or iro 
We ſoon reached Rome, where they were publicly eſ- 
pouſed; and, all danger of ſeparation being then ſuppoſed 
over, the marquis no longer delayed his return to the caſtle 
of Montreuil. OY ONS FLOW TIRING S. I 
After a few days ſtay at Rome, we returned; but * 
_ Þineſs was no more to be found within the once prof w I 
of our caſtle! The very firſt night after our arrival, t 
| Ao were burſt open, and my dear maſter was dragged from 
is bed by a party of armed men, who produced a Jttre-de- 
cachet, by which they were authoriſed to convey him to the 
Baſtile. In the midſt of the confuſion,” to complete our hor. 
ror, a freſh party of men arrived, with the baron's order to 
bring the marchioneſs to the caſtle. The agony of their part - 
ing is indiſcribable. I accom anijed him, in ſpite of refiſt- 
ande, to the priſon, where I cloſed the eyes of the beſt of 
maſters. | BOP #574 be ba: £3" es 
was granted my liberty; and returned to learn the 
fate of the unfortunate marchioneſs from Jaqueline, whoſe 
affe&ion my troubles had not weakened, Sne acquainted me 


— 


urces,. which are certain to ſucceed. 
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that Theodoſia had been treated with the greateſt ſeverity 
; by her inhuman father; that the uſuage ſhe received, added 
b to her geief at loſing the marquis, brought on a delirious 
> complaint, with which ſhe ſtruggled ſome months, and ter- 
* minated her miſerable exiſtence in bringing -a female infant 
E into the world, which ſoon, it is ſaid, ſhared the ſame fate. 
y to be releaſed from his trouble= 


The baron, as it hap 
. ſome charge, ſoon e all his gaiety, and launched into 
oo every extravagance, to gratify the ons of his eldeſt ſon, 
. a vicious and profligate young fellow. Confiderable property 
- Was entailed upon the eldeſt child of the baron, whether 
” male or female, and to its heirs for ever. This property's 
d ſince the death of the marchioneſs, devolves upon Frederic, 
5 the ſon I mentioned, and enables him to indulge in all kis 


exceſſes without injuring his patrimonial inheritance. _ There 


14 is now one ſon at home, named Theodore, the very coun. 
g terpart of the amiable Theodofia, whoſe fate he ever laments; 
8 for which commiſeration he is deteſted by his tyrannic father - 
and brother, who treat him with unceaſing rigour, . . 
d „ Soon alter the death of the marchioneſs, her father ſeize 
ed upon this caſtle, in her right; but, as his conſcience was 
d rather uneaſy to him at that time, it remained an uſeleſs in- 
d cumbrance ; and, ſomehow or other, the Kory of the mar- 
V. uis getting wind, reports of a very injurious nature to the 
A character of the baron were circulated ; to do away which, 
4 he has put it up for ſale at a very trifling pee, in hopes | 
- that, after it has been. ſome time inhabited, the reports, 
fe which were gaining ground every day, will be forgot. 
d _Þ _ « Jaqueline, no longer willing to ſtay in the caſtle, 
le gave me her hand, Together we retired to this cottage. 
p 1 farm my ſmall portion of land: and, but for the melan-, 
C ay remembrance of paſt events, ſhould be completely 
PPY + 3 eee mae 
90 © Pray (aſked Margaretta, when Pierre had finiſhed), may 
m I requeſt to know how long you haye been married? „ 
_”  « Almoſt fifteen years, madam,”” faid Pierre incautiouſly,”” . 
he _ Margaretta ſmiled, and then changed the ſubje&t. 
r «© There is one thing (ſaid ſhe) vexes me. Did you neger 
to know the contents of the roll of paper given by father Luke 
te „ c  rLgl + 
ſt- | I did not, madam. (replied Pierre) ; it was never opened 
of by the marchioneſs, to my knowledge: and) aqueline, Who 
| was in her confidence, ſays the fame,” I 
he JJ . „„ 
oſe : « 1 1 l , 1 „ of 1 
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Margaretta muſed awhile; then turned to Edmund, and 
aſked his opinion. 1 2 | 
' ** He replied, that he did not think Pierre's narration had 
any. tendency to make them renounce their intention of re- 
fiding in the caſtle, as they need have no intercourſe with 
the baron... 1 A 1 N 
Their eſtablimment was ſoon ſettled; nominated by Pierre, 
and approved by Edmund. There was to attend upon him, 
as his eſquire, a peafant youth, named Maurice, who was 
(in La Motte's phraſe). ** able to turn his hand to any 
n e EP 


* Gillian, an elderly clean woman, who, with her little 
black-eyed daughter, Louiſa, were to ſerve in the capacity. | 


of cook and houſe-thaid, completed their houſehold ; except a 


black, named Oda, whoſe provence it was to take care of the 


Korſes, and bring proviſions from the neighbouring market- 
won. e a | 8 
Oda had formerly belonged to à party of banditti, who 
held rendezvous in a cavern in the foreſt, Being diſcovered 
28 police, a party of officers were ſent to apprehend them. 

| „Who had ever been diſtinguiſhed by his valour and in- 
trepidity, fought furioufly, All his eerrions were, not- 

, 


withſtahding his 5 1 Bn his comrades were totally 


routed ; and he with, difficulty made his eſcape, covered 
with wounds, He reached the wood which was adjacent to 
Pierre's cottage, at nightfall; and that benevolent cottager, 
hearing the groans of diſtreſs, haſtened to his 'afliftance.. 
Alarmed by the ſenſe of his darger, Oda voluntarily con- 
fled who he was, and exprefſed che moſt ardent repentance 
for his paſt conduct. La Motte, whoſe boſom was ever alive 
to humanity, received him; and, with unremitting vigilance, 
atrended Him during his'illtefs. The poor wretch profeſſed 
the warmeſt gratitude, and promiſed to ſerve him the re- 
mainder of his life. He had neither money nor friends 

and offered La Motte to work day and night, if he would 


bur keep Him. as his fave, tag tiny, rae eee 
_ Pierre; happy to ſave à fobl from perdition, found many 
N 47 making him uſefül; and Was in time fo much pleaſed 
with bis conduct, that he entertained hot a doubt of his fide- 
: and 47 as pe. an e Fr 1 
Mer for the aggrandiſement of his rotęge, he recommende 
Am, wth in uflaſtic encomiums, 4 Edmund.” « For (ſaid 
Pierre) if he is once attached to you, which I am fure he 
ſoon will be, he will guard your property at the hazard of 


his life, and will be of more ſeryice to you than my houſe- 
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dog: for Centre nous) as honour is the word amGng thieves, 
1 


he will be able to prevent any of his brother banditti from 
moleſting you.“ | PE FF 

Edmund laughed at this whimfical recommendation, which, 
nevertheleſs, had ſome reaſon in it; and the matter was 
ſpeedily decided, * | 

Edmund every day inſpected the progreſs of his workmen 
in the caſtle, and had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing them proceed 
rapidly in their improvements. The aſpe& of the ſouth 
wing was entirely changed, and became now neat and com- 
modious. N EY 4 & 

In a fortnight it was ready for their reception; when Ed- 
mund and Margaretta, with their little ſuite, Ella, Gillian, 
Louiſa, Maurice, and Oda, repaired to take poſſeſſion of 
their new reſidence ; which, to the romantic mind of Mar- 
garetta,, had a thouſand charms; and Ella's little heart, flut- 
rering at the flattering Aale drawn by her vivid imagi- 
nation, felt equal delight. vw n 

It needed not very powerful efforts to reconcile them to 
their new habitation; the luxuxiant beauty of the ſurroumtling 
landſcape could not fail exciting enthufiaſtic admiration in 
every ſpectator. Margaretta was not inſenfible to the charms 
of nature; and, happy in the fociety of her attentive and 
humble friend Ella, her time paſſed very pleaſantly at the 
caſtle de Montreuil. 2 they worked, read, , or 
walked; while the condeſcending 1 manners of the 
one, and the unaſſuming gentleneſs of the other, inſenfibly 
leſſened the diftance between them, and eſtabliſhed a confi- 
dential freedom, the more agreeable as being the lefs reſtrained. 

In one of their ſocial rambles, the finenefs of the evening 

them to ſtroll to the cottage of Pierre la Motte. 
The rich tints which the ſetting ſun caſt on the furrounding 
ſcenery. forcibly attracted the attention of Margaretta; and 


Ella, e her artn, wandered, in pleafing medita- 


tion, a few paces forward, _ | 

They were on the edge of the eminence on which the 
caſtle ſtood, when a ſhrill whiſtle cauſed Margaretta to ſtart 
from her reverie. Her foot flipped, and the rolled with yio- 
lence down the 'precipice. Alarmed at her 'fereams, Ella 
haſtened after her as faft as poſſible ; and, when arrived at 
the bottom, found her, to all appearance lifeteſs, ſupported 
in the artns of an elegant youth, who leaned over her with 
the moſt anxious ſolieitude depictured in his countenance, 
For ſome time, Ella was too much occupied in hep endea- 


_ yours to recover Margaretta, to pay any attention to the 


4 
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ſtranger z who, as ſoon as returning recolleftion ſeemed to 
- animate his fair burthen, extended his hand to Ella, and re- 
queſted to be introduced. She bluſhed, looked down, and, 
in a tremulous accent, murmured, Theodore la Marche!“ 


Margaretta returned his ſalutation with ſome embarafſ- who! 
ment; and, not being materially hurt by the fall, they pro- Ot 
ceeded on their, way. Theodore entered into a familiar chat cnou 


with Ella; and, under various trifling pretences, continued 
© to wait with them. His converſation was lively, ſenſible, 
and intereſting: his manners and perſon infinuating, When 
about to retur, he begged to be indulged in the pleaſure of. 
ſeeing them hame—a requeſt which; though undefired by 
Margaretta, was urged in ſuch an unpreſuming manner, that 
ſhe found it impofſible to refuſe. hen. preſented to Ed- 
mund as the preſeryer of his ſiſter, he modeſtly declined all 
thanks, proteſting that it was entirely owing to his calling 
to his dog that he met with an accident which might have 
proved fatal in its conſequences, * +- 12 715 
Edmund laughing, ſaid he feared the danger was not yet 
over, and they ſoon became the beſt friends imaginable. 

When Theodore took his leave, Margaretta rallied Ella 
upon the attentions of the young la Marche. To avoid her © / 
arch inſinuation, Ella ſaid, that when the unkind treatment 
of the baron rendered home irkſome to Theodore, he would 
often pay a viſit to his old ſervant at the cottage. At thoſe 
times he would fit and read to her, often correcting her 
voice when ſinging, and taking pains to inſtruct her in Ita- 
lian. She declared Le had always behaved to her with the 
affection of a brother rather than with any other pretenſions; th 
that her father and mother had always encouraged the inti- es 
macy, which ſhe was certain they would not have done, had 
there been any impropriety. | * of | 
She ſpoke with a warmth that excited Margaretta's aſto- S 
niſhment, Edmund ſmiled at. ber eloquence; but there was ve 
a kind of contemptuous motion in his under lip that cut her | K 

e 


to the ſoul; and ſhe: haſtily withdrew, to conceal the tears 
which unbidden ruſhed to her eyes. Margaretta. inſtantly, 
232 the room, firſt gently chiding her brother for his con- 
uct, and went in ſearch of Ella. She found her leaning | ho 
againſt the wall, in an agony of tears. She addreſſed her in . 
the moſt endearing expreſſions; and, after ſhe was a little ! 
ſoothed into compoſure, led ker back to the fitting-room ; and 
the 8 was then dropped. | | 
A whimſical occurrence happened, a few days after, which | 


Aerved bus to contrm the ſulpicions which Edmund and bis 
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ſiter had entertained, with regard to Ella's attachment · 


3 Walking one evening in the garden, they accidentally heard 


a converſation between Oda and Maurice; the latter of 
whom was praiſing the beauty of his favourite Roſs. 
Oda replied, with triumph, « Your girl may be 
enough; but ſhe is nothing to compare with my Ella.” 
* Your Ella ! (replied Maurice, contemptuouſly)—Who 
made her yours? SR Gt 
Her conſent and mine, retorted Odo with a grin. 
Edmund turned to Ella: het pale countenance ſufficiently 
denied the veracity of the charge. | 
Unable to maſter his indignation, Edmund, ruſhing be- 
tween the trees, ſeized Oda by the collar, exclaiming © Vil- 
lain how dare you ſpeak thus of Miſs la Motte? 


Oda, with a ſpring diſengaging himſelf from his graſp, 
replied, with intrepidity, 1 5 


the ſame authority with 

Rich you preſume to interfere between us.“ . 
Edmund elapped his hand on his ſword ; but was pre- 

vented from drawing it by the ſcreams of Ella, who fainted 


in the arms of Margaretta. He flew to ſupport her; and 


Oda ſtalked away, grinding his teeth with horrid malignity. 


Margaretta cut the lace of her ſtays, to give free circula- 
tion; when à ſmall miniature of a young man, which ſhe - 
_ inſtantly reeollected to be the reſemblance of I heodore, ar- 


reſted her attention. She | endeavoured to conceal it from 
Edmund: but it was too late; his eyes were already rivitted 


upon it. Willing, however, to ſpare her delicacy, they let 


the incident paſs unnoticed ; and Ella was conveyed into the 
caſtle, ignorant of the diſcovery that had been made. 2 
The fallowing morning, Theodore paid them a viſit; but 
Was received by Edmund, with a formal politeneſs,” by Mar- 
garetta' with undifſembled coldneſs, and by Ella with a mix- 
türe of artlefs tenderneſs and apprehenfive timidity. Sur- 
priſed at a reception fo unfriendly, Theodore ſoon put an 
end to his viſit, and took his leave of them with evident un- 
eaſineſs, Werne 85 223 8 | | 

When they ſeparated for the night, Ella, no longer able 
to endure the coldneſs with which ſhe was treated both by 
Edmund and his fifter, threw her arms round the neck of 


rhe later, and implored to know in what inſtance the had 


offended. © | 15 | Jos the 
Margaretta, moved by her tears from her aſſumed reſerve, 


embraced her affectionately, and aſſured her, that it was 
only ſolicitude for her welfare made her act in a manner 
which might perhaps be theught unkind and officious by 


* 


— 


ee 
Ella; adding, in a ſofter voice, © Believe me, Ela, my af- 


fection for you is not diminiſhed, although you have endea- 


voured to deceive me.“ | | 
Heavens! (cried Ella) in what have I ever attempted 
to deceive my beloved benefactreſs? 


9 


By concealing your attachment, Margaretta replied, | 


regarding her attentively, 


Confuſed and abaſhed, the trembling Ella ſunk at her feet. 


Forgive me, deareſt madam ; let the hopeleſſneſs of my 
ſtate, plead wy pardon ; but, oh 1 madam, now you have 


diſcovered my unhappy ſecret, will you not ſpurn ine from 
you for ever? 


No, my eſtimable girl (cried Margaretta, raiſing her), 


J wilt only attempt to pomt out to you the impropriety of 


cheriſhing a paſſion which is ſo unlikely ever td be gratified.” - 


Ella raiſed her eyes, with a melancholy expreſſion, to 
Margaretta, who continued “ at leaſt, while the preſent in- 
ſupportable obſtacles remain. The diſtanee at which fortune 
has placed you from the object of your affection, precludes 
even hope, notwithſtanding a mutual paſſion may exiſt. 

Ella graſped her arm. Ah! do you ſay . Then. 


drawing her hand acroſs her forehead, reſumed, However | 


that, may be, do not think, dear madam, that I am ſq un- 
worthy your kind regard, as to encourage a ſentiment which, 
I plainly ſee, would be produftive of ſo much pain to my 
beſt, my only friend.” | 


Margaretta ſtarted, and- changed colour. Ella heſitated, 


and continued | | 56 

„No: I have a foul that could never harbour an ungrate- 
ful wiſh. From this moment, I will ſuppreſs my * 
tuous hopes. "= | . 1 2 
_ The dignity of her manner, and the tear of inward. diſ- 
treſs that gliſtened in her eyes. ſo much affected Margaretta, 
that ſhe caught her in her arms, embraced her affectionately, 
and yowed ſhe would facrifice her own deareſt intereſt to 
promote the happineſs of her young friend. Their ſpirits 
were ſo much exhauſted, that, unable to continue the con- 
verſation, they retired immediately to reſt. f 

The converſation of the preceding evening ſeemed to have 
removed a weight from 0 minds of Margaretta and Ella, 
which had long ſeemed to oppreſs them, and they met at ta- 
ble with a cheerfulneſs, the reſult of in ward rectitude; but, 
as if fate was determined to fruſtrate their generous deſign, 
Edmund was ſeized. with an impenetrable melancholy, which 


all the lively (allies of Ella proved inefficient to diſpel, At 


- 
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length, to am: him, Margaretta, who attributed his gloont 
to the effects ot ſome letters that he had received from Eng- 
land, propoſed viſiting the weſtern tower -a part which had 
hitherto remained unexplored by thema part to which ſu- 
perſtitious horrors had ever been annexed. a, 

They aſcended the ſpiral ſtair-caſe, and arrived at a ſpa- 
cious ſaloon, round which were doors of rich carved work, 
the figures of which were very much mutilated; in the in- 
rerſticeg were placed figures of warriors in complete armour, 
of fuck exquiſite workmanſhip that they exactly reſembled life. 

Gillian, who attended with the great bunch of keys, tried 
ſeveral before ſhe could find one which belonged to either of 
the doors. While ſhe was trying them, Margaretta was ex- 
pPreſſing to her brother her regret at never having diſcovered- 

this ſuite of apartments before. F | 
- « Whoknows, my dear (ſaid Edmund, when ſhe had finiſhed) 
what terrible demons may inhabit theſe rooms? Surely, they 
have not remained to moulder in neglect without ſome cauſe.” 

By this time one of the doors were opened, and they entered a 
large dormitory. The furniture was dark green damaſk, with 
broad gold” frmge; the windows, high and narrow, were 
EN in ſtrange devices; the moth- eaten tapeſtry repre- 
ſented the whole hiſtory of the bible, but what ſurpriſed them 

moſt, was, that the whole air of the room, — evidently 
falling to decay, ſeemed to diſcover ſigns of recent inhabitation. 
Ella ſaid, ſhe had heard from her father that the old mar- 
quis had always been partial to that part of the caſtle, and 
had taken great pains, during the life of his lady, to orna- 
ment it; but that, after his death, his ſon, not being able to 
. endure the mournful recollection, had cauſed it to be ſhut up. 

This was further authenticated by a large library, which open- 
ed into it, and which they found in tolerable order. Such an 
acquiſition gave Margaretta, who was paſſionately fond of read- 
ing, infinite delight; and ſhe ſecretly reſolved to make this her 
favourite retirement. Taking ſome of the books from the ſhelves 
ſhe was mortified to find that they were chiefly old Greek and 
Latin authors, none of which ſhe underſtood; a great number of 
German, and ſome poets in the Arabic. This misfortune was 

oon repaid by the diſcoxery of the firſt Italian poet, and the 
dramatic works of our beſt authors. Theſe were valuable ac- 
quiſitions to the whole party, who now more than ever re- 
gretted the time that had been loſt previous to the diſcovery. 

The then quited the library, and paſſed through ſeveral 
- dreary and comfortleſs rooms: the laſt the came to was a noble 


Pictuxe-gallery, adorned with portraits of the Le Brun family 


r 


„ ln 


for centuries paſt. One picture repreſented a venerable war- 
rior, whom; by the martial tropies that where placed round 


© ._ It; they concluded to be the old marquis. 


„ And this (ſaid Margaretta, pointing to the next) is in | 


all probability his ſon.” 


The figure ſhe alluded to was that of a youth-remarkably . 
handforne; and of a moſt graceful deportment; a page was 
holding the bridle of a horſe, which the cavalier was N 


ing to maunt; while the eyes of the latter were turned on the 


ſpectator with a look of anxious regret, and ſeemed to ex- 


preſs a-parting adieu | 7 PRE | 
The admiration of Margaretta was for a moment ſuſpended 
by Ella, who, taking the minature from her boſom, alternatly 


viewed. that and the portrait, exclaming, What a reſem- 


blance ! It is certainly the ſame! 


Margaretta advanced to view them; and beheld with ſur- 


priſe, not the features of Theodore la Marche, but thoſe of the 
_ marquis, 4+. | 4 
; 66 


this picture. But the whole circumſtance carries with-it ſuch 


un air of romance, that 1 r unvlliing to repeat it: 
2 | | 


J will, to night, relate the particulars.” 


« Tfeart 


« Reſerve your raillery (ſaid Ella) till you have heard m 
ſtory ;; then 1 will give you licence to torment me. 797 
- Their converſation was interupted by a loud noiſe in the 
corridor; a door was ſhut. with voilence, and footſteps were 
diſtinctly heard advancing, and again died away in diſtance, 
Ella flew to Edmund for protection; but haſtily left her to the 
care of Margaretta, who' was a perfect heroine, and went in 
ſearch of the object that cauſed their alarm. A IF 
Voices ſtill continued to be heard now much nearer, and the 


name of Ella was repeated ſeveral times. Frantic with terror, 


Margaretta called on Edmund. Her courage began to fail; but 
no ſound was returned. To complete their horrid expectations, 
a door at the further end of the gallery, hitherto unperceived by 


them, was violently ſhak en, and at length burſt open. Unable 


any longer to command her reſolution, Ella was ſinking to the 


ground, when ſhe was caught in the arms of Theodore. 


„% Gracious heaven (eried Margaretta) why did you ter- 
rify us in ſuch a manner? Where is my brother? 
« Let him ſpeak for himſelf, ſaid Theodore, pointing to 


Edmund, who that moment entered; and, perceiying the 


ardon me, madam (ſaid Ella), that I have never made 5 
you acquainted with the manner in which I became paſſeſſed af 


aid Edmund, with an air that he meant to be gay) 
Theodore will find a formidable rival in yon blooming canvas.“ 


Can 


E 
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fituation of Ella, ſnatched her from his arms, exclaiming; 
« Good God, fir! you have killed her !-—My deareſt Ella“ 


* * Margaretta turned pale, and tremblingly caſt her eyes to- 


ward Theodore; who, ſmiling at his unguarded vehemence, 
replied; Not quite ſo bad. See ſhe revives,” 

She had indeed recovered, and heard the laſt words of Ede 
mund, and felt the preſſure with which he claſped her to his bo- 


ſom. She diſengaged herſelf from his graſp; and replied; her 


face and neck covered with crimſon, Nay, do not accuſe the 

chevalier: it was entirely my own ſuperſtitious folly,” FH 
Edmund looked very angry ſtill; and Theodore, to acedu 

for the alarm he had ſo unintentionally cauſed them, alledged; 
that, arriving at the caſtle he learned from Louiſa that they were 
2 to explore the weſtern tower, Not willing to — 8 
uch an heroic exploit, he haſtened after them; broke tlie fir 


door he met with, which happened to open into a dark room; 


that, hearing their voices at a diſtance, he called to Ella that her 
reply might convince him of their ſituation. He ſaid, the echo 
had at firſt ſtartled him; but upon repetition, he became diverted 
with that which, by multiplying the ſounds, gave them ſo much 
terror. So much power has habit, added he, “that this caſtle, 
which once I could not enter without the moſt” poignant af- 
fliction, now affords me a pleaſing melancholy when in it.“ 
„ Perhaps, we may attribute your cure to more cauſes 
than habit, ſaid Edmund, drily. | | 
This was uttered in a moment of pique; but, no ſooner did he 
obſerve the dejection which overcaſt the features of Theodore; 
than the natural benevolence of his heart returned, and catchin 
his hand with warmth, he ſaid, (Come, my friend, let us quit 
this ſcene; I perceive it revives unpleafant recollections.“ 
When Theodore was taking leave, he ſaid, penſively, “ I 
fear, my dear friends, I ſhall ſoon be deptived of the pleaſure of 
your ſociety. My brother, who has been in England, has, I 


underſtand, married there; and is preparing, with his lady, to 


viſit my father at the caſtle. My viſits here will therefore, 


of neceſſity, be leſs” frequent than heretofore ;—a pri vation 
Which will be more ſeverely felt by myſeif than any one.“ 


Edmund took upon him to anſwer far them all, that he did 
them injuſtice; but the eyes of the females ſpoke more aſ- 
ſurance to his heart than his friend's rhetoric. 

When he was gone, Edmund ſaid, I declare, I feel un-. 


5 commonly intereſted for that young man. Nor am I ſingular 


in my opinion, I believe; for his departure ſeems to have caſt 
an unaccountable gloom over us all.“ | 


It has (aid Margaretra, „ profound me · 


26 "40% eee 


* 


ditation into which ſhe had fallen.) Do Ella, tell us the hif- 
tory of your picture now. It will amuſe us much, and drive 

Horrid thoughts out of my head. 2.0 
44, Willingly,”” ſaid Ella; and immediately began: 


t Tt was, as well as I can remember, {aid the, when I ing, * 
was about fix years of age, that I was confined to my bed you, 
through ſome. flight indiſpoſition. My bed was in a little bs 

cloſet adjoining the room where my father and mother uſually boſon 
ſat; when I heard the former fay— g- | take 
How unfortunate it is that Ella ſhould be ill juſt now 7 
When ſhe is particularly wanted at the caſtle !—At any rate callec 
her viſits there muſt be leſs frequent than before. her f 
Indeed, ſaid my mother, it will ſoon be neceſſary for ther 
them to be intirely witheld, as it is an indulgence likely to ſage! 
be productive of more harm than good on either ſide. Be- non 
ſides, Ella is now growing too old to let ſuch a ſingular cir- {eve 
cumſtance paſs without obſervation; for ang 

+ + Here I loſt the found of their words; and, preſently, wel 
they retired to reſt, On the following day I was rather bet- ſcer 
ter; and my mother, after fondling me a great deal, took upc 
ſome beautiful cloaths out of an old cheſt, and dreſſed me in 1. 
them. 1 aſked innocently, where they were going to take up! 
me? They replied, to my godmama, who was ſick. ho! 
Day wore away; and, as night approached, they began to | 
Prepare for my excurſion. My father wrapped me in a large ab 
cloak, the hood of which he drew ſo much over my face that. N to 
it intirely obſtructed my ſight; my mother held a lantern; bl 
and then the proceſſion began. The walk ſeemed to me a He 
long one, At length we arrived at a high iron grate, where in 
my father put me down, in order to open it; which when v 
done, he again took me in his arms, and deſcended a flight of d 
narrow ſtone ſtairs. When we reached the bottom, he took n 
the cloak from me; and, giving me into my mother's arms, v 
quitted us. | Se Wo 6 " 2 
Again he returned, and again I. was ſet on foot; and, be- ] 


tween them, they led met into a ſpacious apartment. A diſmal 
lamp was burning ona table near a ſopha, upon which reclined a : 
lady, whoſe figure, though pale and emaciated, ſtruck meas very GM 
beautiful. My mother led me to her. Her arms were extended 
to receive me, and when clapſed in her embrace, I felt warm 
d tears fall on the back of my neck. My little heart was too much 
agitated to attend to what paſſed; but, after a while, I heard 
her ſay, * I feel, my dear Fiends, I ſhall not live to ſee this 
_ ſweet girl again, I will therefore now beſtow upon her an in- 


Kaluable gift. She then took this m from hex boſom, 


- 
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kiſſed it, and I ſaw large tears roll down her cheeks, as ſhe 


regarded the features with admiration. Then, tying it round 
my neck, ſhe ſaid, Be careful of this, my dear Ella: it has 
been for many years my only conſolation,” _. a4 424 
4% I looked at the RT Bah then piteouſly in her face, ſay- 
ing, Indeed, it is very pretty; but I cannot take it from 
you, While you cry for it.“ PLL 89 
she claſped me eagerly in her arms, preſt me cloſe to her 
boſom, then putting me from her, cricd haſtily, © take her away l 
take her away, Pierre Alt is making life too valuable to me. 
„My father was leading me from the room, when ſhe again 
called me back, and embraced me tenderly ; then turning, hid 
her face in the ſopha, while my mother took me out, My fa- 
ther came after us: he led us through ſeveral dark and cold paſ- 
ſages, and again wrapped me in the cloak, from which I was 
no more releaſed till we were within opr own cottage. I aſked 
{ſeveral childiſh queſtions ; but was always repulſed with ſo much 


anger that I dared not make any further inquiries. Yet never, 


were 1 to live a thouſand years, will the leaſt action of the _ 


ſcene be obliterated from my memory: it made an impreſſion 
upon my mind never to be eraſed, 


„The picture I was cautioned never to ſhow to any one. 
upon pain of their moſt ſevere diſpleaſure ; and I. loved and 
honoured them too much to diſobey them. | 


« A few weeks after this, my father came home, after a ſhort 


abſence, ina very penfive humour, He had been to the market- 


town, and among his uſual purchaſes, he this time brought a 


ä black - hat, ſkirt, and ſaſh for me. His hand trembled violently as 


he tied them on, and my mother wept bitterly. The next morn- 


ing they were both in deep mourning. I aſked them why they 


wore thoſe diſtnal cloaths. They told me that the ſick lady was 
dead, and that I ſhould * N 8 her again. At fr I fretted 
much; but ſoon forgot, except when I looked at the picture, 
which never failed to excite ſome mournful ideas. My father 


and mother have ever ſince carefu ly avaided the ſubje dt; and 


I dare not aſk any explanation of the myſtery.”” 
«© When ſhe had concluded, ſhe waited in evident anxiety to 


hear their opinion, Margaretta was, however, too prudent to 


reveal the ſurmiſes ſhe had formed; and contented herſelf with 
ſaying, © Time, my dear girl, may probably explain all.) 
Edmund muſed for ſome time, without ſpeaking ;. then, 


* 


riſing, he ſaid, “ This is a ſtrange ſtory, indeed! Have you 


no ſuſpicions, Ella, with reſpect to that lady?“ 
« None, ſir,“ the replied; except once I vaguely con- 
je&ured—but the thing was too abſurd to be retained I own, 
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I entertained a hope that it was the unfortunate lady Theo- 
doſia who was ſuppoſed dead.“ 


« ] admit,” faid Edmund, © that there is ſome foundation 


for your ſurmiſes ; and the reſemblance of the miniature to 
the portrait in the gallery confirms the idea.“ is | 
| But her concern for me—, ſaid Ella, N 
„Is but natural,“ replied Margaretta. Her attachment to 
Rer faithful Agende and the long ſervices of your father to her 
Huſband, could not fail to make their offspring dear to her. 
Shortly after, Edmund quitted the room ; and Margaretta 
reſuming the diſcourſe of the laſt evening, ſaid, But tell 
me, Ella, has Theodore ever endeayoured to learn your ſen- 
timents reſpecting himſelf ?” | 
% He need not, madam: the familiar intercourſe we have 
ever kept up, precluded all reſtraint.” | 
Margarettaſhook her head. Dangerous ſophiſtry, my dear 
irl, fajid ſhe, 1 do not admire platonic affeEtion at your age. 
is engaging manners are calculated to excite N in more 
experienced hearts than yours, and as your union is an event 
which at preſent we can look forward to only at an immenſe diſ- 
- tance, I would wiſh you to pay a ftrit regard to your conduct.“ 
« An union! dear madam, (eried Ella), what could lead you 
tothink that an union with Theodore could make me happy. 
« Your own confeſſion !“ replied Margaretta, regarding 
Her with a look of the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, 


Ella turned pale as death, and leaned on the back of her 


Chair, to preyent falling to the ground. - 

Ella,“ faid Margaretta, 4 what am I to ſuppoſe from 
this conduct? How can I 2& to promote your wiſhes?!” | 
„ Ah, my benefaftreſs!”* cried Ella, recovering from her 
firſt emotion, © forgive me. Suffer me to return to my parents. 
I will never intrude my unhappy fate upon you“ 

« Tell me, I conjure you!“ cried Margaretta, „ho 
has won your affections.“ | SACS BE» den e 306d 
Ella hid her face upon her ſhoulder: and, in an almoſt in- 
articulate voice, faultered—“ vox BROTHER!” T | 

To deſcribe the aſtoniſhment of Margaretta is impoſſible : 
« Unfortunate girl, (ſhe cried, prefling her to her boſem), 
F muft wound you ſtill deeper. Edmund is already married!“ 

The agitation ſhe had experienced, in revealing her ſecret 
had already been too much for her; and Edmund, upon enter- 
ing at that moment, found her in a convulſive ft. Diſtracted he 
hung over her, andin the frenzy of his grief, called her by ſuch 
tender epithets as too ſure declared his real ſtate of mind. b 

Alarmed and trembling, Margaretta entreated he would de- 

+ fiſt his attention; and, after much remonſtrance, ſhe ſucceeded 
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in conveying Ella to her apartment, where ſhe had ſoon the ſa- 
tisfaction to ſee her recover. But a very ſevere illneſs was the 
confequence of her conflifting emotions, 5 
During Ella's indiſpoſition, Theodore called daily; and in- 
quired, with the tendereft ſolicitude, the ſtate of his coufin, the 
ee which he was ever accuſtomed to beſtow upon her. 
dmund, labouring under ſecret grief, was no longer himſelf. 
Gloomy, ſullen, or peeviſh, he paſſed his time in unſocial 
melancholy ;' nor, till returning health glowed on the cheeks 
of Ella, did he regain his ufual temper. br 
As ſoon as Margaretta judged her young friend ſufficiently 
recovered to bear an explanation, ſht revived the ſubject; and 
ſeizing the firſt opportunity, gave her the following recital; 
© Particular circumſtances requiring that all concealment 
ſhould be now at an end, I muft inform you, my dear girl, that 


Edmund and myſelf are the only children of the earl of Tyrone, 


of great power and ample poſſeſſions in the north. In ear] 
youth, deprived of a tender mother's care, we were ſolely left 
to the direction of a father not very affectionate in the dif- 
charge of his paternal duties. . 
„My k brother, lord Edmund Fitzmaurice, was doomed to feel 
the full force of our mutual misfortune, He had ape; «rw fer 
ceived a violent paſſion for a young girl, daughter to the Earl's 
ſteward, and although then but eighteen, was ſo obſtinate in 
his attachment as to withſtand all remonſtrance. 

« Jefly Duncan was handſome, ſprightly, and not quite ſo 
literate as the common Scottiſh peaſantry, and felt —or at leaſt 
profeſſed -a violent affection for my brother. The earl diſco- 
vered the connection, and expreſſed the ſtrongeſt diſapprobation 
Lord Edmund, by nature Fork impetuous temper, was exaſpe- 
rated to diſobedience by his father's menaces, and openly vowed 
he would marry her in defiance of all oppoſition. My father 
treated him with the moſt cruel ſeverity, | 

„ Rendered deſperate by his behaviour, Edmund beſought 
me, in the moſt piteous manner, to aid his caufe, I was impru- 
dently guided by my love for this dear brother, and aſſented᷑ to 
what he propoſed. His fertile imagination ſoon ſuggeſtedaplan 


which was carried into effect. My father's chaplain had ever 


been lord Edmund's friend, and the abſence of the earl; upon'a 
ſhooting party, afforded a favourable opportunity. Jeſſy was 
conducted to the caſtle, where the ceremony was performed; 
myſelf, the chaplain, and lord Edmund's man, being preſent. 

« My father, however, was not to be thus eafily duped.” He 
had planted fpies ſo effectually as to have early information of the 
affair; and burſt upon us with all the wrath we merired for our 


diſobedient and clandeſtine n Poor Edmund was 
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baniſhed his paternal roof for ever, unleſs he would conſent to 
have his marriage annulled. This he poſitively refuſed ; and 
with agony 1 beh 

He informed me he ſhould repair to England. 

Nor did I eſcape unpuni ed, After Edmund's departure, 
the earl treated me with increaſed rigour, upbraided me as the 
abettor of my brother's crime, and commanded me to receive 
the addreſſes of fix Walter Herbert ( whoſe diſſipated manners, 


my utmoſt abherrence) upon pain of ſharing the fate of my 
or brother, X 
IT wrote to my brother, and defired his adyice. He en- 
treated me, in the moſt affectionate terms, to accept of his pro- 
tection, and ſent James on purpoſe to eſcort me, in caſe my 
father ſhould prove reſolute. 
Great conſideration was requiſite before I could take ſuch 
a decifive meaſure... 1 well knew my father's implacable diſ- 
Ronny and hereditary pride to be ſo great, that, if I once vo- 
ntarily: quitted his protection, he would never take one ſte 
to diſcover my retreat; nor ever more ſhould I be confidere 


vexſion to fir Walter made me try. every endayour to gain my 
Point. I wept, I knelt, and entreated to no purpoſe. The 
earl ſpurned me from him with rage and contempr, and I 


 Edmund's houſe in Portman-ſquare, I was received with the 
warmeſt affection by. my brother, and preſented to lady Fitz. 
maurice, No longer the gentle unaſſuming Jefly Duncan, ſhe 
received me with co 8 almoſt bordering on indifference. 
« I ſhould inform you that my brother was independent of 
the earl, having inherited the fortune of an uncle, which a- 
mounted to near two thouſand pounds annually, 
« T ſoon ſaw enough to convince me that lord Edmund was 
not happy. He loved his lady with unabated-ardor, but her 


3 at once from an obſcure ſituation into a ſtate of af- 
yence, and early initiated into the vortex of faſhion; in- 
dulged by him in every fancy, her little head turned giddy with 
the applauſe. with which ſhe. was received in every circle. Her 
{ale fudy was dreſs and diſſipation, to engage the admiration of 
the men and the envy of the women. I ſoon, tomy infinite mor- 
tification, found myſelf conſidered by her as a ſpy placed over 
her by the vigilant jealouſy of lord Edmund, who vainly endea- 
voured to attach her to a domeſtic life, She fled his /e&yres (as 


ne termed them) with diſguſt; and haſtened from him to fulfil 


eld this beloved brother depart from the caſtle. 


advanced age, and diſguſting perſon, could not but render him 


any other than an alien to my family. Vet my unalterable a- 


quitted his preſence, no longer dubious what ſtep to purſue. 
« I accompanied James to London. When arrived at lord 


treatment of him was cruelly inſulting. Raiſed by miſtaken 
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engagements contracted without his knowledge or approbation. 


+ Alas! her giddy career was ſoon productive of an event 
which for ſome time overwhelmed lord Edmund with the moſt 
unutterable anguiſh, At the houſe of a faſhionable friend, lady 
Fitzmaurice became acquainted with the Count de St. Pierre, a 
young, gay, and handſome Frenchman ; who, with the national 

llantry, ſoon attached himfelf to the charming Anglaiſe. Pub- 

ic rumour announced the conſequences long before my delud- 

ed brother could venture to ſuſpect his adored Jefly guilty of 
imprudence. He was ſoon cruſhed beneath the weight of 
conviftion, A diſcovery was made, ſhameful and horrible 
to my brother: a duel followed, and lord Edmund laid his 
antagoniſt, as he thought, dead at his feet. He returned 
home as ſecretly as poſſible, haſtily penned a few lines to his 
abandoned wife, and ſought me to take leave. | 

J entreated to accompany him, willing to ſhare his fate 
either in proſperity or adverſity. Habited in a ſuit of his cloaths 
I ſecure few valuables ; and under cover of night, haſtened 
to Dover, We fortunately procured a ſpeedy paſſage acroſs 
the Channel, and proceeded up the country in ſearch of an 
habitation, when the accident happened which obtained us 
the humane protect ion of your father,” 141 

Ella Gghed deeply when Margaretta had concluded. -- 
It was night when the narative was begun. They were fit- 
ting in Ella's apartment; and, owing to the length of the ſtory, 
the taper was almoſt burnt out. Ella, endeavouring to raiſe it 
in the ſocket; extinguiſhed it. At that moment the caſtle bell 
tolled one: the dull heavy ſound ſeemed to hang upon the air, 


and trembled through every vaulted avenue. The old and al- 


moſ forgotten legends of the caftle were inftantly revived, 
and Margaretta proteſted ſhe could not return without a light 
along the gallery to her own apartment. | 
« Then take my bed, madam, and I will go, faid Ella. 
4 No, my dear there is no neceſſity,” ſaid Margaretta we 
will ſleep together“. | 
She had ſcarce ſpoken before ſome one ſeemed to breathe 
near. They ſtood with their hands claſped together in mute 
affright. A light glimmered for an inſtant upon the wall in a 
remote corner of the room: the ſhadow of a man glided by, 
and in a moment diſappeared: footſteps were PN 
heard, but ſeemed loſt in diſtance. Unable to go to bed, or 
call for aſſiſtance, they ſtood motionleſs together, nor dared 


addreſs each other louder than in a whiſper, till the riſing day 


over the diſtant hills revived their ſinking ſpirits. Fearful they 
ſurveyed the room by the grey light; when the ſhadows of the 


tall cypreſs trees before the windows, waving in the wind, at 


* 
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firſt renewed: their apprehenſion. Fain would they perfuade 
themſelves that from thence aroſe their alarm, but that idea 


ſoon vaniſhed, for it was a different part of the room in which 


they had ſeen the figure than that where the ſhadows fell, 


Cheercd a little by the broad dawn of day, Ella accompanied 


Margaretta to her chamber; where, fatigued both in mind and 
body, her cares and grief found a temporary relief in ſleep. 
Haraſſed by the - agitation her ſpirits had undergone the 


| eta night, Ella plainly betrayed her diſorder in every 


feature; and, when the family aſſembled. at breakfaſt, Ed- 
mund obſerved her pallid countenance with undifſembled 
concern. His fiſter, in order to give. ſome plauſible reaſon 
for her 8 friend's dejection, related the alarm they had 
met with. Edmund at firſt laughed at their fears, and turned 
the whole into merriment; until Ella, with a look of gravity 
he could no longer withſtand, declared it her wiſh to return 
home. Margaretta, grateful for this conſideration (of which 
ſhe alone underſtood the real motive), expreſſed her opinion 
only by a look of approbation. Her brother, much ſurpriſed, 
_ remonſtrated ſtrongly againſt. it, and proteſted he could not 
ſuſpe& Ella guilty of ſuch weakneſs: he offered his apart- 
ment for their ufs, 
ſtrictly ſearched that day. 

His expoſtulations were to no purpoſe. Ella perſiſted in her 
reſolution; and, as Margaretta did not oppoſe it, Edmund, 
either offended at her obſtinacy, or unwilling to make known 
how much he felt intereſted, declined any farther oppoſition, 
but ſat ſullenly ſilent the remainder of the morning. After 
dinner, the apartment of Margaretta was cloſely inſpected; 
but nothing was found to juſtify their apprehenſions. The 
other parts of the caſtle were ſearched to as little purpoſe. 
No one had been ſeen, either inſide or hovering about the 
caſtle, except their own domeſtics ; ſo that, however unwilling 
to believe their fears the mere effects of fancy, they were 
obliged to yield to the forced raillery of lord Edmund, who 
now renewed. his ſolicitations for Ella's detention. Never- 
theleſs, ſhe reſolutely perfifted ina refuſal ; and Margaretta, 
willing to put an end to ſo unpleaſing an altercation, declared 
Herſelf ready to accompany Ella to the cottage. 1 
Edmund could not refrain from caſting on her & reproach- 
Ful look; and, going up to the trembling girl, ſaid, in a voice 
of 8 agitation, '**.You will favour us with your com- 
pany ſometimes I hope, Ella, by day-light.“ | 
_, Certainly,” replied ſhe, with averted eyes: “ if my 
apparent childiſhneſs does not render me too contemptible, 
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and promiſed that the caſtle ſhould be 
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it will be conferring the greateſt favour on me to let me 


ſometimes behold my deareſt benefactreſs.“ | 
Edmund then wiſhed her a good morning; and turned 
away, evidently difappointed. Ella gladly followed the ſteps 
of lady Margaretra; fearing to 2 her ſtay, leſt ſhe 
ſhould become more reluctant to quit the caſtle. n 
» gBelieve me, Ella,“ faid Margaretta, as they walked, 
Jam charmed with the propriety of your conduct. I con- 
feſs I trembled for you, and am happy to fee you ſupport 
yourſ-'f with ſo much reſolution.” ! 
« My dear madam,” replied Ella, „I will endeavour to 
merit the kindneſs you have ever ſhown me. I have, indeed, 
for a ſhort time, triumphed over my feelings; but the effort 
coſt me much. Yet great conſolation ariſes from the reflect- 
tion that I am but acting conſiſtently with my duty.“ 
They now reached the cottage of la Motte; where the 
Nighteſt intimation of Ella's wy ed was a ſufficient 
reaſon for her haſty return, the kind Jaqueline bearing too 
ſtrong an affection for her to permit the attendance of any 
other on her darling. Nor was the excuſe unfounded ; for 
the diſſorder of her mind affected her whole perſon—her 
pu cheeks, heavy eyes, and enervated limbs, ſtrongly mani- 
Teſting approaching illneſs. M45 | 
Mlargaretta quitted her with concern; and returned, with 
a mind heavily oppreſſed, to the caſtle. She found her bro- 
Ther traverſing his chamber with haſty and diſordered ſteps. 
She tenderly went up to him, and deprecated the anger the 
ſaw gathering on his brow, | 
% I ſee,” ſaid he, petylantly, „ you thought I could 
not be truſted; but you are miſtaken, and need not be 
| 5 tg if your unneceſſary caution ſhould produce the ef- 
fect you wiſhed it to aver. 
Piqued at his unkind reception, ſhe could only reply with 
tears; when his tenderneſs inſtantly returning 6 a fiſter ſo 
beloved, he entreated her to forgive his harſhneſs, and can- 
didly acknowledged a paſſion for Ella which his reafon could 
not but condemn, circumftanced as he was, however worthy 
the objet e Sos 
Margaretta warmly exerted herfelf to ſoothe the tumult of 
his mind, and ſo far ſucceeded as to get from him an afſur- 
ance that he would not again feek to behold the obje& of his 
unfortunate attachment. They then S - the night. 
The real tranſactions of the day had eraſed from the 
mind of Margaretta the 7maginary ones of the laſt night, and 
ſhe repaired to her apartment without the leaſt apprehenfion. 
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Still buſy. fancy, retraced to her imagination paſt ſcenes, 
he beheld her brother a victim to a guilty paſſion ; or, per- 
* haps, if by Providence the ties which now witheld him ſhould 
be removed, oppoſing his boſom. to. the gliſtening ſword of the 
amiable Theodore. She ſhuddered; and conviction of a truth 
de had never;dared. to inveſtigate, at once flaſhed upon her 
mind., She felt the name. of Theodore like an electric ſhock ; 
and, in idea, beheld him the lover of Ella, 
_ +», Formented with theſe imaginary evils, the bell had tolled 
three ere ſhe ſunk into a lumber, from which ſhe was ſuddenly 
awakened by the graſp of a cold heavy hand. Terror denied her 


the power. of articulation; and ſhe felt herſelf elaſped in the w_ 
arms of a man, who inſtantly bound a cloth over her mouth, ſtructic 
while another tied her hands behind her, and bore her away. Ar! 
Inſenſibility would have been happineſs to the horror of her . 
ſituation when, by the light of a torch, ſhe diſcovered the coun- ” 
tenances of her guides. The one who bore her in his arms, was fo exa 
of. gigantic ſtature: every feature was marked with ſavage fe- TED 
rocity, and his large black eyes ſcowled beneatha pair of ſhaggy oe ons 
brows, which almoſt concealed them; The other, who carried longe! 
the light, though leſs terrific, was not leſs diſguſting. His figure he a 
Was ill formed, his complexion hyid, and his whole frame fo Marg 
much emaciated as to give him the moſt ghaſtly appearance, to On 
Which the loſs of one eye greatly contributed; _ acroſs his @re- his ft 
head was tied a linen bandage, marked with blood; and his lips his t 
black and glutinous, when uncloſed, diſcovered the depriva- | word 
tion of almoſt all his fore teeth, the few which remained be- 
ing black and putrid. One glance terrified Margaretta, and - - to L 
ſhe again cloſed her eyes with redoubled horror. dear 
Their journey at length terminated in a ſpacious cavern; . 
where, upon a raiſed ſeat, ſat.a man of ſtately de portment in a I le 
maſk. The wretches unbound their charge, and preſented her - Bo. 
to their, chief; who ſtarted back, uttering hideous execrations + My 
n the trembling banditti. From what paſſed, Margaretta fore 
'Y found that he was not the perſon he ſought; and awaited in | you 
nt the molt dreadful ſuſpenſe, the deciſion of her fate. | do 
At length the chief addreſſed her in a voice imperious but diſ- g 
1 guiſed. Woman! (faid he) fear not. Your life is fafe, pro- em 
= — vided you haye diſcretion enough to preſerye it. If you comply FT 
| with our demands you ſhall be reſtored to your friends. All we Rl 
1 de fire is ſecrecy. Swear by the moſt ſolemn oath never to reveal | -mh 
= © the tranſattionsof this night, and you are ſafe ; but if you pre- | i 
bt ſume to diſcover us, by the Eternal Being, that inſtant proves | 
1 the deſtruction of yourſelf and all you bold dear.“ tr 


il Margaretta was then compelled to kneel down between her 


* 
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two guards, each of hom held a piſtol at her ear, while the 
chief brandiſhed a ſword over her head and adminiſtered to 
her an oath of the moſt horrid nature. Her lips pronounced 
the words after him. Her head turned round; and the ſtrug- 
gles of nature, too violent to be repreſſed, ſunk her ſenſeleſs, 
on the earth. f 4 
The voices of her hideous conductors ſoon greeted her re- 
Ag recollection, when the commander thus addreſſed 
r: | 
« Diſmiſs theſe idle fears. Be aſſured of your ſafety. 
We are not ſupernatural beings. You may fleep ſoundly in 


your chamber, We ſhall never more diſturb your repoſe ; 


unleſs, by your own perjury, you compel us to heap de- 
ſtruction on the inmates of the caſtle.” | 

He then made a ſign; and the men, taking her in their 
arms, bore her through the damp vaulted paſſage to her own 
apartment, into which they entered by a trap-door, faſtened 
fo exactly that it was ſcarce perceptible when known. The 
men again aſſured her of her ſafety, and quitted the room 
by the way they had entered, Exhauſted nature could no 


longer be deprived of its accuſtomed tributes; and, when 


the cheering light of the day began to illumine her room, 


'Margaretta ſunk into a profound ſleep. 


\ 


On the following day lord Edmund called his fiſter into 
his ſtudy, His countenancy, was pale and melancholy, and 
his tremulous voice could ſcarce give articulation to his 
words. * | 

„ Margaretta, ſaid he, „I have thoughts of returning 
to. London. Are you agreeable-to it? You tremble, my 
dear girl! Be ſeated, I fear I am doomed to involve you 
in my miſery. It is uſeleſs any longer to affect ſecrecy, 
I love Ella; but think not I mean to give way to a paſſion - 


_ as fruitleſs as it is criminal. I will fly this hated place, 


My antagoniſt is, I learn, quite recovered ; nothing, there- 
fore, prevents my immediate return to England, except 
your inclinations. Say, Margaretta, are you not attached 
to Theodore la Marche? 4 SLEPT 
Her bluſhes confirmed him in his ſuſpicion, and he con- 
tinued: | | 
« Our ſituation is peeuliarly delicate. However, I will 


diſcover the real ſentiments of the chevalier; and, if I find | 
them to be {ſuch as I with, believe me, no ſelfiſh concern 


ſhall ever induce me to deſtroy your happineſs,” =» 
Margaretta was prevented making any reply by the en- 
trance of La Marche, who, having a general invitation to 


- 
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the caſtle, uſually viſited them once a day without reſtraint. 
In purſuance of his plan, lord Edmund acquainted him of 


their intended removal, This intelligence had the expected 
effect. Fearing to loſe the object upon whom he had already 


fixed his tender affection, he loſt no time in making a full 


avowal of his paſſion, adding: 

„I had hoped to have ayailed myſelf of this declaration in 
a more auſpicious moment; but your, ſudden intention has 
removed all poſſibility. of delay, and I now throw myſelf in- 
tirely upon the mercy. of lady Margaretta,” | 


- 


Above all coquettiſh affectation, ſhe; inſtantly raiſed him 


from the ſuppliant poſture-he had aflumed, and aſſured him 


that the conſent of their parents alone could prevent her from 


beſtowing upon him the hand he ſolicited: that ſhe had al- 
ready been too much a witneſs of the evils attendant upon 
diſobedience, to lay herſelf under any incenſed parent's 
malediction; concluding with proteſting, that it was her de- 


_ fign to write a letter to her father, ſubmiſſively reſigning. 


herſelf to his will.“ * Tat 

To this Theodore replied, that he was unfortunately. de- 
nied the power of ſoliciting bs father's indul,ence ; the 
baron being 'then.- dangerouſly ill. But will you,” ſaid 


he, earneſtly addrefſing lord Edmund, © endeavour to 


defer whatever buſineſs it is that calls you away, until ſuch 


time as I can obtain a confirmation of my happineſs or mi- 


ſery ?*” | | 

Unpleaſant as it was to Edmund to ſtay in a country 
where he was perpetually reminded ef an object too ten- 
derly beloved for chis peace, yet he heſitated not to give an 
immediate aſſent; and Theodore, taking a tender adieu of 
his affect ionate miſtreſs, departed, after promiſſing to meet 


her again, in the evening, at the cat tage. a "> 
_ _ Margaretta then-retired, to write to Lord Dunkeith, In 


her letter ſhe pathetically - implored his forgiveneſs for the 
raſhneſs of her conduct, informed him of the offers of 


Theodore, and requeſted his concurrence to a match by 


which alone her future happineſs could be 'preferved or de- 
ftroyed,/ She then related what had befallen her brother 
fince- his abſence ; and ſtated, in forcible terms, his unhappy 
ſtate, and his coptrition- for paſt offences. 

When ſhe had finiſhed, ſhe ſhowed it to Edmund, who 


* readily approved of it, and-promiſed to incloſe it in one from 
bimſelf. This dene, Margaretta felt her mind relieved 
from a melanchely and oppresſive lead; and repaired with 
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of what had paſſed between himfelf and Oda, who had Been 
brought thither, and, ſeemed much Dertet ſince his terror of 
- approaching death were removed by the free confeffion of 
1 all his guilt. They, immediately repaired; to the parlour, 
Where Edmund, waned, them, and from him learned an ex- 

planation of the whole myſtery. Req a2 435 ( er ben 
Lord Edmund then, proceeded to tell them, that Oda had 
confeſſed they were two, gf his \comredes who had; entered 
through 2 ſubterranggus paſſage into Lady Margareta 

apartment, and had conveyed her in the dreadful manner 
before deſcribed, miſtaking her for Ella; Oda himſelf; being 
_ the chief who had in à maſk interragated her; the cavern 
Where they reſgried having communication with the lower 


parts of the gaſtle, He alſo confeſſed that he hired à party 


of deſperddoes, whe ſubſiſted by rapine, and that his only 
motive for bentering in the ſeryice of · Lord Edmund, was 
the hope of getting, Ella ſecurely in his power. The only 
-F{hemeps the: could then make being to deliver hümſelf and 
_ tas roene to, juſſice: he produced a roll, of paper, 

which he alledged to have found in the cavern, and Which 
- Proving; to be the mauuſcript of. father, Farbe e in all 
Probability been loſt. by Theodoſia on her frſt confine- 
„ e, of nw lh 283 54 ated 
1, This Ella. would, immediately have, inſpected, had, npt 


ths arrival.of a ſeryant from the Baron la Marche, defiring 


her immediate uttendande, prevented ig. Unable to pra- 
cced to the caſtle, at that hour, alone; Edmund, with Mar- 
Zaretta, inſiſted upon accompanying her. At the gates they 
were met by Pierre, ho conducted Edmund into a parlour, 
there to Mal Nie fiſtex's return, who went with Ella to the 
chamber of 8 Sora | 15 een 
An awful. filence, ;prexailed; while Ella, almoſt, fipking 
; with..apprehenfian, -approached, the bed, where lay, in the 
.moſt ſevere agonies,.the pg baron? By the fide of the 
"bed fat Jaqueline, who was applying hartſhorn to hig tem 
ples; white,. with an, expreſſion of grief and pity in his 
*;countenance, Theodore ſnppoxted. his bead. At ſome dis- 
tance from the active group ſtood a tall young man with 
His. arms folded, and his brows vent with an air of gloomy 
diſcontent; whom, from his ſtrong family reſcmblance, 
e conjectured to be the baron's eldeſt ſon. They 
tarted under a momentaty impreſſion of ſurpriſc as their 
eyes 1 5 but the attention of Lady Margaretta was; too 
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eh hich Frederie 'rurncd away From her. AA Ella ape 


-optoatited; the baren held -out his Bands, and ſeemed much = 


pitated; She fell on her knees; and, in that ſdlemn and 
uffecting moment, Rncerely forgave” hum allathe injuries he 
had inflited on her parents. F230 CARSTEN. .- 

. An!“ cried he; there weeds ho further confirm - 


ation than her perſor=the" tene ef her voice Ltetenvince 
OR the nter of my "Theedofia, my much-injured 
4% had | g ern es LY | ya ery oe et : 


Abe agbny f his foul! checked bis utterance, and he 
f ted for ſome time with inward convulſions; then, be- 
ing fornewhat recosered, he teck the cold hand : of Ella, 
-prefſed it to his clammy lips, and Propouncing faintly the 
Words, My child, forgive! expired. N 
For ſome moments an awful ſilenee pr led, Which was 
ſuddenſy interrupted by a tremendous ſceam from an apart- 
ment below. Recollefting the'vgice, Ella ruſbed from the 
„om with eager haſte; the reſt of che party following,” in a 
/ eonfaſed diſorderly manner. N $ | 
Tord Edmund, having loitered for ſome time about the 
parlour, found a book, Which, to divert the tediouſneſe bf 
the time, he ſat down to read, and was deeply engaged in 


the ſubject When the do ned, and a female entered; 
on whom he no ſsoner caſt his eyes thun he exclaimed, wien 


* horror, Great God ir i Jelly 7 
She fereamed, und wonld have rün from His preſence 
when, ſeizing ber arm, 48d Aer g der WII l wilds 

cf frenzy that made her fudder, he cried, «Stay; äban- 
toned Wretch, and account to me for pour Prefence 
here.“ 1 oooh oy boy 

Lady Firzmaurice, terxiſied at his Wee ct, 

er 


ſcreamed r In a moment Frederic rühed 


ain, with his word Grawn, which he aimed at Edmunds 
Þdreaſt. n | Mi $2.5 4 PY 00 W 33.21 BW> 


Oh, ho? no” the criva; Throwifg Herdelf between, 


hem ; Kill him not; he is“ >—my Hüſband he would 
have faid; but the we „ intended by the Hlhünous che- 
vaher for him, pierced her böfem, and Tre fell, wektering 
J.... — en: A RAGE 
Frederic beheld her With a Took of efperate oy nity. 
Turning to the company, Np Were by this tine all affem< 
bled, he faid, white: fus eyes f « You thin 


mend werk fury, 
you "have caught me: 70 are mftekes. Think not, 


Vields himſelf 'a prey to the corroding N es 
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Lord Edmund, I will tamely ſubmit to be dragged 
2 the courts of Juſtice kor ſuch an accuried wretch 
that. No11:no! The chevalier Frederic dares die 
weld * 
c He then, before any one could 8 him, fell upon the 
int of his fWord, and inſtantly EX | 

« Miſtaken wretch !” ſaid Edmund, as he drew the wy 
ing weapon from his boſom : „ this is a dreadful retribution, 
And you, unhappy woman !“ addreſſing Jeſſy, . O empl 
your few remaining moments in imploring forgiven 
w that offended Deiey, whoſe every law you have vio- : 

ed. „. . : 

* Edmund“ ald PAY fixing her __ es upon 
ce do not embitter this miſerable po m err 
with your teproaches; Behold here he vides of the aveng= 
ing hand of Juſtice! Let that ſuffice. I feel it is too late 
now for the repentance of a life of iniquity, and I muſt ſub. 
mit to my fate. Believe me, the 0 ngs of this moment are 
more than a retribution for any pleaſurable part of my life; 
for never, O never, did I enjoy happineſs ! That is only 
the lot of the virtuous; and the guilty ye erg not only 
incurs the torment of a ſtate to come, but dai nf and hourly 
remorſe 21 
ſhame.”?.... 

She ſpoke with difficulty, her breath grew ſhort, and her. 
glarid eyes reſted 2p Edmund. He underſtood its import, 
and, in a moment, a former affection recurred to his me- 
mory. He flew to ſupport her; and, preſſing her with com- 
paſſionate tenderneſs to his boſom, cried, © Live! live, Jeſſy t 


ns” all ſhalt beforgiven.' 


She ſhook her head, and a ghaſtly ſmile played: on her fea 
dards? then, graſping his hand, drew him toward her; and, 


| Pointing to the lifeleſs body of Frederic, breathed her laſt i in 


a ſhocking groan 

Theodore, dreading the effects of ſuch a "i of carnage, 
led "Margaretta and Ella into the air; and, having committed 
them to; the.care of Jaqueline, [retired to aſſiſt Edmund in 
the diſpoſal of the bodies. | 

When they reached home, Maurice pr reſented Margaretta 
With a letter, which ſhe found to be from her father, 
and which: contained an unconditional pardon, and an 
aſſurance of his willingneſs to receive them with kind. 
neſe, as alſo the dbject upon which ſhe had fixed her 


* £17. deere 


aſſoctions 3 entreating them to return to him-avith ſpeed 
and receive his blefling, leſt che oloſe of life ſhould deprive 
him of the happime ſs of again feeivg and embracing his chil- 
dren. | wif 467 
This was a ſource of g teat comfort to ho 
"now ventured to lodk-forwart to: of future felicity 


hitherto obſcured by 'almoſt inſurmountable obſtacles. She 


inſtantly cominunicated the gladdenizig news to Alla, who 
vot lg ſanguine' in her -expeCtations, participated in her 


| 707 Ub 7 ̃˙ !— VEST - LWOT 
dan dbrometicy jeine biden ; and, no une being willing 


to converſe with him on the recent melancholy events, they 
oath availing thendiſelves bf their futigue and inquietude, 
xetixed to their ſeparate chambers The various occurrences 
of the day | occafioned, however, too much perturbation of 
9 to enjoy that reſt they otherwiſe ſtood ſo much in need 


In the morning, Ella opened the packet found by Oda, 
_ which contained a certificate of her mother's marriage 
with the Marquis. The manuſcript, which contained 
Father Luke's life, ſeemed to have been written at 
Haſty | detached intervals, and was in many places almoſt 
illegible; but its being addreſſed to her mother was a 
ſufficient motive for her perſevering in the peruſal of it. 
To account for my interference in your affairs, it may, 
perhaps, be deemed neceſſary to acquaint you with the 
motives which impelled me to countenance and take an 
active part in a proceeding that may, in the eyes of the 
world, be deemed reprehenſible. Hard 1s the taſk, Theo- 
doſia, to infpire you with adborrence of the man who gave 
4 yet ſuch muſt be your ſentiment after the reading 


6 y arents were of reſpectable family, though not af. 
* and at their death I — left, quite a child, to the 
guardianſhip of the Baron la Marche, who had then a ſon 


about my on age. We were brought up together with the. 


ſame affection as though we were brothers; and as my parents 
had left me a handfome independence, I continued to purſue 
my ſtudies with the young La Marche. WA | IVE 
nn About that time the Counteſs du 'Barr& came to 
viſit the Baron, her brother, and brought with her her 
daughter Antonia, The beauty of the latter could not 
_ fail making an impreſſion upon my heart, then warm and 
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ſuſeeptible; Which ſſeſſion her virtue and gentle 
temper conſirmed, and I flattered myſelf I was mot ſalto- 
gether indifferent to her: but, alas! 1 found all my hopes 
on that head Wwere vam; for it was ſhortly declared 
to be the intention of the Baron and berſelf to unite An- 
| tonia with young La Marche, whom I had - unwari 
made {imy, confidant, in this affair. With all the ſpeciouſ 
neſs," of Which he had ſuch grbat ſhare, he matte me the 
— ſolemn promiſe to aſſiſt my ſuit, in preference to his 
own Pretenhons, and that he felt nat the leaft regard for 
5 Antonia. 2 1 a 7 
Not in the leaſt backing ee duplciry, J conſented 
to make one in a 2 pleaſure, which drew me from 
the caſtle ſome wee At my return a dreadful al- 
teration had taken place. Antonia had been forcibly 
dragged to the altar, and united to La Marche. Stung 
with rage, 1 would have inftantly made a ſacrifice of him 


far his perfidy ; but even my guardian was decidedly againft 
me 


© «Not able to-endureithe dreadful torment of ſreing An- 
tonia an the arms of another, I quitted Montreuil, leaving 
Claude, with orders to acquaint me of all their proceed- 
75 — and then wandered through the country. At dif- 
rent times I learned from Claude that the baron was 
very ill, and that Antonia was the mother of a lovely 
nals girl, £7 $8475 7; 182 rp 5 L971 
„At length the death of my guardian occafroned me to 
return, to claim that property which remained in his ſue- 
ceſſor's hands. I on I r a hape of 
ſeeing my Antonia once more; which hope (fatally for her ; 
peace !) was gratified. The young Baron received me with 
much condeſcenſion; and, out of regard to the peace of a 
woman fo dear to me, I ſmothered the reſentment that 
burned within me. | 8 | 
_ 46) Pafſinga chamber- door, one morning, which ſtood apen, 

I heard he vbice uf Antonia, as if in complaint. The Ba- 
ron being from home, I ventured in, and ſaw the devoted 
Baroneſs leaning over her infant in an agony of tears. At 
my entrance, ſhe ſtarted from her feat; but at once, over- 
come with agitation, ſunk again upon the chair. I flew to 

her, The words ** Deareſt Antonia] eſcaped my lips. 

She caſt at me a repronchful glance, \fuch a one as I thall | 


never Jorget, s/o. | Wz | 
Clairville!“ faid ſhe, do you deſigu to #ender- me il 
more wretched by your preſence 2? | : 3 


. Ca Moas 
- 


l 


4 


— 


ds © 770% CASTEES SE 0G in 

I dropped on my knees. Oh, Antonia |. forgive me] 
I aid but for one interview with you, to tell you, that, mi- 
ſerable as you may be, there is one yet more ſo, who lived 


but for you, and now fears not to die for you. 
She interrupted me— Why make this confeſſion, as 
unavailing to you as injuriaus to me? Oh, Clairville, 


fly We muſt never meet again ! But, mark me !' ſhould 


the Baron's ill treatment affect my life, as I much appre- 

hend; for my ſake, for that of my infant, lift not your hand 

. the Baron. Be to my Theodoſia a protector, a 

friend.“ | . „ lee 
She fell upon my ſhoulder, and mow bitterly, I claf 

her, with the child, to my breaſt, and ſwore never to 
K. | 


«. At that moment I was ſeized by the ſervant of the Ba- 
ron; who, with his fiſter,' the Counteſs, entered. I was 
torn from Antonia, taunted with the moſt opprobious me- 
naces, and thrown into à damp and diſmal dungeon under 
the caſtle, | | 
The ſervant who had charge of me was the brother of 
Claude, and very much attached to me, I having always 
been his friend in my youth. Under ſuch circumſtances, it 
may be ſuppoſed I caſily prevailed upon him to liberate me; 

and Lo aron was impoſed upon with the ſtory of my 
_CT:© SL 68 4 | hs. 1 5 

4% I fled to Padua, having firſt learned that the Baron had, 
in a frenzy of vengeance, {worn never again to behold his 
wife, and had immured her within the walls of the convent 
St. Clare; but found it 
order, . to gain admin é - ! 

« Finding all my proſpects thus blaſted, I again turned 
my thoughts to the profeſſion in Which I had been educated, 
and was admitted of the order of Capuchins then in the mo- 
naſtery of St. Egbert, ſeveral of whom uſually confeſſed the 
fiſters of St. Clare. It was thus I had it in my power to 
confer happineſs to my Theodoſia, | by introducing her, to 
the Marquis; but was denied the ſatisfaction of revealing 
my ſelf to her. I had ſuffered tov much by paternal autho- 
- rity, to divide thoſe whoſe hearts were entwined in the bonds 
of virtudus affection. l. M Frwt As Hue er, 
I retired to the monaſtery; where I found father Mi- 
charl, who was confeſſor to the lady-abbeſs of St. Clare, at 
the 2 of death. He lived but a few hours, and I was 
ben te nnen. 
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e spes, being once Teized: with a dangerous il 
neſs, confeſſed. to me 1 horrid ſecret; which was, that ſhe 
Bad engaged with the Baron to poiſen Antonia; who was 


chen qy ing, owing partly to the torments that had been in - 


flicted on her to inducether to confeſs her criminal attach - 


| of her mind. I. was ſo much 
acked as to be upon the point of diſcovering myſelf by my 
emotion; but, recolle&ing how much was at ſtake, I con- 
cealed my feelings, and heard the remainder of her confeſſion, 
which was very minute. I enjoined her a ſevere penance, 


ment, and partly by the impaired ſtate of her conſtitution 
oncd by A. iſh 


— 3 compelled her to abandon her intentions. Alas my 


zeal was of little ſer vice; for I had ſhortly after the agony 
of being obliged to read the funeral ſervice over my loved 


Antonia. From that time IT devoted myſelf to the 


moſt auſtere life. Lou, dear Theodefia, know all the 
reſt © 1 4 * * FI | | 


It was with great difficulty that Ella had made out fo 
much; ſhe then returned it to her pocket, almoſt blinded 
by her tears. The entrance of lord Edmund, however, 


- ſoon difpelled them, After making her the warmeſt pro- 


feſſions of regard, he acquainted her that it was their in- 
*ention to return to Dunkeith, as it was ſo much his lord- 
ſhip's deſire to receive and pardon them; after which he 
hoped he Pigulgteceive. from her an anſwer favourable to 
thoſe Wife iz ich he was now at liberty to encourage 
and avoë— .w . ; | Ry: 
Ella 8 Shim to the deciſion of lady Margaretta; 
S, that wien the favoured the ſuit of her uncle, 

Re would not hefitate to grant equal indulgence to his 
ation; meaning to employ the interval of their abſence 


In writing information of What had ew to Father Luke, 
IN 


whoſe letters ſhe ſhowed him, not willing at that time to ag- 
gravate the diſtreſs of Baron Theodore. 

The next object of their concern was Oda, who bein 
recovered from his wounds, bound himſelf by the ol R 
ſolemn vows” to quit the country; the reſt of his com- 
2 being totally diſperſed by the Officers of the Po. 

9 _ 5 as ©$ 2 | | 

Father Luke ſoon wrote a congratulatory anſwer; and as 
Lord Edmund had received the immediate confent of his 
father, he loſt no time in his journey, expediting as much 


as poſſible his return to Montreuil ; where he claimed, as 


the reward for his expedition, the hand of Ella—no 
kumble La Motte, but the heireſs to 
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